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During the fall of 2007, David Farley took a hard look at Anatomic Global Inc., the company he founded in 1994, and decided to take the business in a new direction. 

Up until then, the Corona-based company had manufactured and distributed foam products used by hospitals to assist patients during surgeries, particularly open-heart procedures, and other medical treatments. 

At the time, Anatomic Global was one of the largest suppliers of "soft good" mattresses and pillows to the medical industry in North America. 
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Anatomic Global Inc. President Jeff Scorziell sits on a "lounge sack," which is made of the foam scraps from the mattresses.
But Farley believed his products - called EcoMemoryFoam, an environmentally friendly substance designed to conform exactly to the shape of a person's torso - would work well in the conventional mattress industry. 

"We were a large hospital supplier but I knew that we had a good product and that we could do more," said Farley, Anatomic Global's chief executive officer. "The hospital industry is about a $3 billion industry, but the mattress industry is about three times that." 

So Farley decided to shift Anatomic Global's emphasis away from hospital supplies and into making conventional mattresses. "We were attracted by the sheer size of that consumer product," Farley said. "Even in a slow housing market this is a lot bigger than the hospital market." 

Virtually all of Anatomic Global's manufacturing operations have been converted to mattress production, and eventually its hospital-related manufacturing will be eliminated, Farley said. 

Anatomic Global employs about 115 people, according to the company's Web site. 

It manufactures its line of mattresses at its Corona location, with EcoMemoryFoam manufactured at a plant in Orange. 

"They look like giant loaves of bread when they show up," said Jeff Scorziell, president of Anatomic Global. "Then we start by cutting them into the correct size." 

Going green 

Like a lot of industries, the mattress industry is converting to "green" products and is making its manufacturing and distribution facilities environmentally friendly as well, and Anatomic Global is probably ahead of the trend in both categories, according to Scorziell, the former president and chief executive officer of Banner Mattress. 

Anatomic Global produced green products when it was still manufacturing hospital supplies, and it continued doing so after it started making regular mattresses. 
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Anatomic Global Inc. President Jeff Scorziell rests on an ECOMemoryFoam mattresses, which are made at the factory plant in Corona.
Farley worked with the company's foam suppliers to come up with EcoMemoryFoam, in which the petroleum from the foam is removed and replaced with a plant-based substitute. 

EcoMemoryFoam, which Anatomic Global began producing about one year ago, is also produced in an emissions-free chamber so it doesn't pollute the atmosphere, Scorzielli said. 

"The green aspect has given us access to a lot of retailers that we wouldn't have gotten otherwise," Scorziell said. "It has really helped us." 

Besides its environmental-friendly foam, the company uses fabric bed covers made from bamboo, a substance that can be replaced quickly. Anatomic Global is also able to ship five mattresses in a space that would normally accommodate one regular mattress, thus significantly reducing its carbon footprint, Scorziell said. 

Anatomic Global has even found a use for its scrap foam. After workers are finished cutting the mattresses into their various sizes, the foam scraps are used to make "lounge sack" chairs similar to the "bean bag" chairs that were popular during the 1970s and early 1980s. They sell for $249 each. 

Mattress manufacturers began going green about two or three years ago, and that trend will pick up stream during the next five years, said Karin Mahoney, spokeswoman for the International Sleep Products Association in Alexandria, Va. 

"One of the problems in the mattress industry is that there aren't any federal regulations regarding green manufacturing, so people have to do their homework," she said. "A lot of things that claim to be green really aren't. Anyone can use that name." 

The sleep products association, which lobbies on behalf of mattress manufacturers, has worked out a set of green guidelines for the industry, but those guidelines have yet become law, Mahoney said. 

'good growth' 

Anatomic Global introduced its line of Ecomfort mattresses - which range in price from $1,099 to $2,599 - last year. 

About 100 retailers sell Ecomfort mattresses nationwide, Scorziell said. 

"For one year, especially in a bad economy, we feel like we've experienced pretty good growth," said Scorziell, who joined Anatomic Global last spring to oversee its move into the mattress retail sector. "The mattress industry as a whole is off about 20 percent.... But we're still doing well." 

