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Jeff Scorziell, left, President, Anatomic Global and Board Member of the Specialty Sleep Association; Walt Bader, President, OMI/Organicpedic; Anne Kozel, Specialty Sleep Brand Director, Simmons; Ralph Rossdeutscher, President/CEO, Natura World; and Dale Read, President, Specialty Sleep Association.
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Bedding industry leaders at a recent conference organized by the Specialty Sleep Association (SSA) in Bonita Springs, Fla., have resolved to develop a common set of definitions to reduce consumer confusion about the environmental benefits of bedding products.

The SSA Green Initiative is a process designed to identify, define and standardize how mattress manufacturers and retailers label "green" and natural sleep products. The ultimate goals, while still being formalized by the participants, include the possibility of creating a standard and certification program based on  establishing consensus around standards and definitions for terms such as "green," "natural," "all-natural" and "organic."

"The meeting was an historic event for our industry," said SSA President Dale Read, who chaired the event. "For the first time producers, suppliers and retailers gathered in one room to talk about how we can help the consumer better understand the environmental issues that may impact their choice of mattresses and other sleep products."

Following a series of presentations by manufacturers and industry professionals about green marketing and certification programs, Read led an open discussion on next steps and funding for the project. A preliminary working committee and a larger board of governors is being formed to draft proposed language. The group plans a second conference during the September 2009 Las Vegas Furniture Market where next steps will be established create formal industry standards on green products.
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